
XXXX    BOAT TEST

KER-B 
APPEAL

SPECIFICATIONS
LOA 10.0m
Beam 3.36m
Draught 2.0m
Displacement 3,750kg
Sail plan
P: 13.4m
E: 4.51m
I: 12.76m
J: 3.9m
SPL 4.25m
Engine 20hp diesel inboard

RUPERT HOLMES puts the latest  
cruiser/racer Ker from the McConaghy 
stable through her paces

G
iven the long-running 
success of many of Jason 
Ker’s boats under IRC, 
including the recent 
Ker 40+ designs in the 

Fast40+ fleet, any new model from his 
board will attract plenty of attention. 
The 33’s hull lines are typically Ker, with 
flared after sections that echo those of 
the Ker 40+, along with a near plumb 
bow and long dynamic waterline. 
However, the large, high-profile coach 
roof identifies this boat strongly in the 
racer/cruiser category and the interior 

accommodation is surprisingly civilised.
There’s more rocker in the underwater 

sections of the hull than the Ker 40s 
have. As a result the 33 has more of a 
semi-displacement hull shape that does 
not plane as readily, but which has the 
advantage of reduced wetted surface 
area in light airs. The hull shape, with 
a narrower waterline beam aft than 
broad-transom chined designs, is one 
for which a single rudder is optimal.

Originally, the idea was that the boats 
would all emerge from the factory as 
identical as possible, to keep production 
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1. Off the wind, the 
standard set up 
is an asymmetric, 
but our test 
yacht had been 
reconfigured with 
a symmetric kite 
2. The high coach 
roof suggests 
the 33 is more 
cruiser/racer 
than pure racer 
3. The running 
rigging set up 
is excellent with 
straight leads 
4. The ‘prodder’ 
sprit for a Code 0
5. Many fittings 
such as the 
stanchions are 
custom made 
by McConaghy
6.  The plumb bow 
is typical of Ker’s 
recent designs

costs down, although several months on 
there’s now the possibility of a number 
of tweaks to configure the boats in 
different ways to suit fully crewed or 
short-handed use and with asymmetric 
or symmetric spinnaker setups.

The keel is a fin with no bulb, although 
the bottom third is a lead shoe to keep 
weight as low as possible. Future boats 
may be available with a bulb keel to 
optimise them for short-handed racing. 
The rudder is a very high aspect ratio 
foil of a similar shape to that of the 
proportionately much lighter Ker 40 
and Ker 40+ designs. The 33’s hull and 
deck construction is of foam sandwich, 
while the rudder stock is of autoclaved 
carbon-fibre, with a corecell foam-
cored carbon skin rudder blade. 

DECK 9/10
«««««««««
Unlike many cruiser-racers, the Ker 
33 has the efficient, ergonomic deck 
layout you would expect of a pure race 
boat. Friction is kept to an absolute 
minimum and, wherever possible, the 
running rigging is led in straight lines, 
without turning corners. Halyards and 
other controls, for instance, are led 
directly aft from the mast to the pit, 
where the Spinlock clutches are mounted 
on the hatch garage. These lines are 
then fed through custom McConaghy 
fairleads so that each one can be led 
to either of the coachroof winches.

The company makes many of small 
components in-house, including the 
aerofoil alloy stanchions, pushpits 

and pulpit, along with the substantial 
carbon-fibre foot bars for the helmsman 
and mainsheet trimmer, plus very neat 
carbon fibre winch handle pockets 
and interior hand holds. Other deck 
gear, apart from the clutches, is 
predominately by Harken. Our test 
boat was fitted with B&G electronics, 
including an H5000 system.

Although originally specified with 
an asymmetric set up with a long 
carbon-fibre sprit, our test boat had 
been changed to symmetric kites, with a 
short prodder on the bow for a Code 0. 
The thinking behind this is to configure 
the boat better for racing in the Solent, 
where the ability to run deep in shallow 
water in an adverse tide is advantageous. 

The standard arrangement gives 
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plenty of room for trimmers and a pit 
person in the roomy front half of the 
cockpit when sailing fully crewed. The 
substantial coachroof means there’s only 
a small amount of unimpeded foredeck, 
although even on symmetrically rigged 
boats this may not be as much of an 
issue for the foredeck crew it might 
be on larger boats, given that the pole 
is end for ended in gybes. The side 
decks are also narrower than on other 
boats of this size such as the JPK10.10 
and Sunfast 3200. Our test boat was 
equipped with the optional two-spreader 
carbon-fibre rig by Selden in place of 
the standard single spreader aluminium 
spar. On deck, stowage is offered in the 
form of an anchor locker right forward 
and a large aft locker in the cockpit. 

UNDER SAIL 8/10
««««««««
Our test took place in a west 
southwesterly breeze of mostly 10-12 
knots, with occasional stronger puffs. The 
boat settled into an easy groove upwind, 
while the carbon-fibre foot bars helped 
provide a really secure helm position, 
almost irrespective of the angle of heel. 

The tiller is right at the back of the 
cockpit, connected to the rudder stock 
via a drag link. It’s a great arrangement 
for a fully crewed boat that maximises 
cockpit space, while still leaving 
space for a navigator/tactician aft of 
the helmsman. However, for short-
handed offshore use, the tiller could 
be connected directly to the top of the 
rudder stock, forward of the traveller. 

Fully powered-up reaching under the 
S4 spinnaker, with the apparent wind on 
the beam and boat speed just short of 
10 knots, the steering felt a little heavy 
for a boat of this size, but there was 
ample feel and the boat tracked very 
predictably. In the stronger gusts the 
helm was well loaded up, but the boat 
still responded positively, with enough 
bite remaining when asked to bear 
away without easing sheets. It feels like 
a boat that will give the driver ample 
warning of an impending broach.

Unfortunately, none of the three boats 
built to date have yet been seriously 
campaigned, but the indications are that 
the Ker 33 has the potential to be quick 
relative to her IRC rating of 1.023 in light 
to medium airs, but that lighter boats 

Above
The ample rocker 
and relatively 
narrow hull form 
means the Kerr 
33 is a good 
performer in light 
to moderate winds

Below, left
Positioning the 
tiller right aft is a 
clever touch that 
provides plenty 
of space when 
fully crewed 

Below, right
Our test boat 
featured the 
optional twin 
spreader carbon 
fibre mast
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COMPARISONS ANSWER BACK
via Sam Pearson sampearson@ancasta.com
M: +64 277733717
Skype: sampearson16. 
NB he lives in Auckland (!!!!!) and travels a 
lot, so allow for the time difference]
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ut ferri brute erroribus 
pri. Ne vix magna nominavi assentior, in vis dicit 
numquam, quas putent ocurreret id per. Ea inermis 
definiebas reprehendunt vim, ad rebum repudiandae 
est, eos ei utinam prodesset temporibus. Ius ne 
legere delenit pertinacia, ea sanctus omnesque eum. 
Dolorem constituto his at, pro percipit oporteat 
electram an, quis senserit mediocritatem ea eos. Eu 
quo quas deseruisse, nam ea voluptatum percipitur 
vituperatoribus. Oratio numquam menandri ius id.
 Ei mei elit theophrastus, eius voluptua in duo, 
qualisque laboramus vel ut. Nec duis libris ad, 
cum ferri falli id, est facete delectus sapientem 
ea. Pro id scripta aliquando, nec moderati.

JPK10.10
If you can find one, or don’t mind a 
long wait, this is still an outstanding 
choice in this size range – lovely to 
sail and a long track record of success 
when in the right pair of hands.
LOA 10m
Beam 3.39m
Draught 1.98m
Displacement 3,700kg

Jeanneau Sun Fast 3200
A favourite among short handed 
sailors for a long time. Now with the 
option of a blade keel for fully crewed 
racing, which led the fleet against top 
competition at Spi Ouest this year.
LOA 10.08m
Beam 3.48m
Draught 1.88m
Displacement 3,400kg

Right
A compact interior 
is enhanced by 
settees pushed 
right out

Right (below)
Clean, 
simple design, 
mostly white 
in finish 

In the stronger 
gusts the helm was well 
loaded, but the boat still 
responded positively

with a planing hull form will be able to 
get away downwind in breezy conditions.

INTERIOR 9/10
«««««««««
The Ker 33 is close to a pure race boat on 
deck, but the interior could not be more 
different. Three easy companionway 
steps take you down to a surprisingly 
spacious arrangement that’s well lit 
thanks to Ker’s trademark big windows 
and a mostly white finish. The saloon 
settees are pushed right out to the sides 
of the hull, which accentuates the feeling 
of space, and there’s provision for a 
stylish carbon-fibre table, although it 
wasn’t fitted at the time of our test.

On the port side is a small but 
workable galley, while opposite is a 
proper forward-facing navigation  
station. There’s plenty of stowage volume 
under the lid of the chart table, but no 
fiddles to keep anything on top in place.

A benefit of the big coachroof is a 
surprisingly spacious forecabin. The 
whole of the aft end of the interior below 
the cockpit and side deck is given over 
to berths. Unusually, there’s no division 
between them – it’s a single platform 
across the entire width of the hull, 
although you could easily sub-divide it.

Overall, the interior has enough volume 
to be a genuinely dual-purpose boat 

VERDICT 8/10
««««««««
The Ker 33 is a natural competitor to 
Jeanneau’s freshly revamped Sun Fast 

3200 R2 and, despite being launched 
into a competitive part of the market, 
it’s easy to see this boat gaining an 
enthusiastic following. The only 
shame is that no 33 has been properly 
campaigned yet in order to get a better 
measure of how competitive she is. 
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